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if it were, and then we try and see whether it is workable.
If it is not, we are more or less disappointed, but try
again ; if it is, it rapidly rises to be the theory of the
phenomena under investigation, and may under favourable
circumstances attain to axiomatic value for the purposes
of the inquiry. A good example of this is afforded by
the conception of Evolution. This originated as a wild
hypothesis suggested by remote analogies; in the hands
of Darwin it became a theory which correlated a vast
number of facts ; and now its usefulness is so universally
recognised that it is accepted without discussion as a
methodological axiom which guides research in all the
sciences concerned with the history of events.

Now the fundamental part played by Hypothesis in
the discovery of new truth is being more and more plainly
admitted by logicians. Novelty neither arises by formal
ratiocination in vacua, as an apriorist logic seemed to
imply, nor yet is it spontaneously generated by the mere
congregation of facts, as logical empiricism strove to
maintain. Facts must be interpreted by intelligence, but
intelligence always operates upon the basis of previously
established fact. The growth of knowledge is an active
assimilation of the new by the old. Or in other words,
our hypotheses are suggested by, and start from, the facts
of already established knowledge, and then are tested by
experience. We confront them with the new and dubious
facts and try to work with them ; and upon the results of
this trial their ultimate fate depends.

Now this is exactly what we have seen to be our
procedure in postulating. We must start from a psychical
experience which suggests the postulate (= the previous
fact suggesting the hypothesis); we must use the postulate
(or hypothesis) as a means to an end which appears
desirable; we must apply the postulate to experience (a
postulate and a hypothesis not capable of and not in-
tended for use are alike invalid); and the final validity of
the postulate (or hypothesis) depends on the extent
to which experience can be rendered congruous with it.

May we not infer that the use of Hypothesis in the